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Mexican Port System  

Lázaro 
Cárdenas 

Manzanillo 

Mazatlán 

Puerto Vallarta 

Topolobampo 

Ensenada 

Guaymas 

Tuxpan 

Tampico 

Veracruz   Dos Bocas 

Altamira 

. 

Salina Cruz 

  Bahías 
de 

Huatulco 

  Acapulco 

Cabo San Lucas 

Coatzacoalcos 

Puerto 
Chiapas 

6 State APIs 

3 APIs 

owned by FONATUR 

16 Federal Port  

Administrations (APIs) 

1 Private API 

  Zihuatanejo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

116 Ports 
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e/: Estimated. 

CAGR: Compounded annual growth rate. 

Total port movement 
Historical series 1994-2011 

Ç The Port System in Mexico is one of the 

most important in Latin America 

Ç Commercial cargo has grown more rapidly 

than total cargo: 5.6% vs 2.7% annual 

growth rate between 1994 and 2011, since 

Petroleum and its derivatives have been 

declining 

Ç At the end of 2011 the movement of 

commercial cargo will reach  146 million 

tons, 116.2% more than 1995 

 

CAGR = 2.7%  

Total cargo 
(Million tons) 

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140

5
8
.1

6
7
.5

8
2
.0

8
2
.5

9
0
.0

8
9
.3

9
7
.7

9
3
.1

9
7
.5

1
0
0
.4

1
0
4
.3

1
1
5
.2

1
2
2
.8

1
2
1
.4

1
2
8
.4 1
1
4
.6

1
3
4
.8

1
4
5
.8

CAGR = 5.6%  

Commercial cargo 

(Petroleum and oil-related products not included) 

(Million tons) 

Cargo composition in 2010 
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Mexican Port System: Cargo movement 

7%
11%

4%

24%

50%

4%

GENERAL CARGO

CONTAINERS

AGRICULTURAL BULK

MINERAL BULK

PETROLEUM

OTHER FLUIDS
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(Thousand TEUs) 

Total movement 

CAGR 1994-2011=12.7%  

Participation of Containers 
In Mexican  Cargo (%) 

  1996 2010 

In Total Cargo 2.9 10.9 

In Commercial Cargo 7.4 22.2 

In General Cargo 39.5 61.4 

Ç Growth rate of 12.7% in the last 15 years, vs 

a global rate of 10.5% 

Ç A new high was reached in 2010. It is 

expected that the 2011 statistics will set 

another record. 

Ç Between January and August 2011, Mexican 

ports have handled 2.73 Million TEUs, 

15.5% more than in the same period in 2010. 

Ç When compared to 2010, containers in the 

Pacific coast have grown 17% in January-

August and 12.6% in the Gulf of Mexico 

Ç Container movement is expected to grow 

7.7% in average per year, up to 2015 
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18.5%  

7.5% 

Container movement by litoral 
2,476 

1,229 

Pacific          18.5% 

Gulf of Mexico      7.5% 

Container throughput in Mexican ports 
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Cruises 
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ÁAverage annual growth rate 1994-2010 = 8% 

* 2011 projection 
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Port investment 

ÁTotal investment in first 5 years of this administration, is 21% higher than 

that in the same period in previous administration and 243% higher than 

that in 1995-1999 period. 

 

ÁPublic investment  in port infrastructure in 2007-2011, accounts for 57% 

of total investment. The remaining 43% is private investment. 

 

Investment 
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ÁPublic investment in port infrastructure will reach 1,849 million USD in 2007-

2011, 180% higher than in 2001-2005 (659.3 Million USD). 

Investment in port infrastructure Investment 

Public Private 
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Guaymas  

Mazatlán  

Lázaro Cárdenas  

Altamira  

Container Terminal TEC I 

Å285.5 million USD (PI) 

Å Increases capacity in 600 

thousand TEUs 

Concluded projects   

Cruise terminals and docks 

Guaymas (Terminal):  

9 million USD (PR) 

Å300 m of length. 

Mazatlán (dock): 

Å12.8 million USD (PR) 

Å200 m of length  

Manzanillo  

P. Vallarta  

Docks 1-5 alignment 

Å 30.8 million USD (PR) 

Å Total  area: 17,500 m2  

Å Extra berth position 

Puerto Vallarta (2 cruise berths): 

Å21.2 millions USD (PR) 

ÅIncreased in 3 times the port 

capacity.  

Manzanillo (cruise dock): 

Å7.5 million USD (PR) 

ÅAllows the reception of 2 last- 

generation cruises 

ÅIndustrial Facilities 

388.6 millions USD (PI) 

ÅMarine platform dock 

55 million USD (PI) 

 

Dredging works: 
Å 159.7 million USD (PR) 

PR: Public Resources 
PI:  Private Investment 
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Bypass road Altamira 

ÅBenefits: road connectivity to the ports 

of Altamira and Tampico 

Å Total Investment: 25.5 millon USD (PR) 

 

Altamira  

Obras de conectividad concluidas (2007-2010)  

Veracruz  

Bypass  Km 13.5  

Veracruz 

 

Bridges Allende and 

Morelos, Veracruz 

 

Lázaro Cárdenas  

ÅTotal Investment: 48.4 millon USD (PR) 

ÅReduces traffic in the northern port 

 

Bypass road San José ï Puente Douglas 

ÅBypass 6 km south of the port access 

ÅTotal Investment: 3 million USD (PR) 

 

Guaymas  

Concluded connectivity projects   

Albatros Bridge 

Å60.7 million USD (PR) 

ÅReduces the connection to the Siglo 

XXI highway from 22 km to 8 km 
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Mazatlán  

Lázaro Cárdenas  

 Projects in process 

Multipurpose Terminal 

(tender) 

Container Terminal TEC II 

(tender) 

Container Facility 

(concluded)  

Tuxpan  

Dos Bocas  Facility for storing 

asphalt and oil-related 

products  (tender) 

Multipurpose Terminal 

(concluded) 

Puerto Chiapas  
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Mazatlan: Multipurpose Terminal   

ÁAim: to modernize and operate the 

present terminal 

ÁArea:  15.2 ha.  300-m dock  

ÁCapacity: 60 thousand TEUs per 

year 

ÁMazatlan-Durango highway will start 

operations in 2012 

Á Investment: 40 million USD (PI) 

ÁTender result: December, 2011 

 

Projects in process 
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Lazaro Cardenas: Second Container Terminal (TEC II)   

Á Investment: 440 million USD (PI) 

ÁTender result: December, 2011 

Projects in process 

ÁConstruction, operation and exploitation of a Container Terminal, which will 

increase total installed capacity from 2 to 4 million TEUs per year.  It will be a 

competitive infrastructure to cover the demand of the national and 

international container activity 

Berth positions: 4 

Waterfront (m): 1,485 

Area (Ha): 102 

Depth (feet): 59 

Projected capacity:  2.6 Million TEUs 

Equipment 
(cranes): 

12 super-
postpanamax 
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Tuxpan: Container Facility 

   

ÁThe port will increase in 22% its 

capacity for handling cargo 

ÁTotal area: 5.1 ha 

ÁCapacity: 500 thousand TEUs per year 

ÁThe proximity to Mexico city represents 

a great advantage 

ÁMéxico-Tuxpan highway will start 

operations in 2012 

Á Investment: 260 million USD (PI) 

 Bidding in process 



17 

  

Puerto Chiapas: Multipurpose Terminal   

Á Private financing with estimated 

investment of 11.5 million USD 

Á Total area: 10.25 ha 

Á Berth positions: 1 

Á Total dock length: 250m 

Á Installation of four grain bins, scales for 

bulk agricultural management, internal 

roads and maneuvering yards 

Á Capacity: 100,000 tons per year 

Á Bidding process is over 

Á Public financing with estimated investment of 19.7 

million USD 

Á Breakwater construction: 165 m 

Á Main navigation access channel extension from 80 to 

120 m 

Á Under construction 

Salina Cruz: Port access expansion 

 Projects in process 
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Lázaro 
Cárdenas  

Veracruz  

Phase 1 
Phase 2 

Phase 3 

 Future Projects 

Altamira  

Guaymas  

Topolobampo  

Port Expansion 

Mineral Bulk Terminal  

Car Terminal and Multipurpose Terminal   

Facility for handling copper-related products, Mineral 

Bulk Terminal and Fluid Terminal   

Agricultural Bulk Facility and Facility 

for cooper-related products  
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 Future Projects 
Guaymas 

Port  

Industrial  

Park  

Grupo  

 México  

400 Has. 

Expansion area 

Grupo México´s area 

Storing area 

Z 

A 

L 

Mineral bulk and fluids 

PORT óS  EXPANSION AREA 

1st Phase  

First firm  Sixth  firm  Fifth firm  Fourth firm  Third firm  Second firm  
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 Future Projects 

Facility for copper-related products 

Á Total area: 3 ha mineral handling and 

storage  

Á It will handle  400,000 tons per year 

Á Private investment: 16.4 million USD 

Á Tender invitation:  April, 2012 

Guaymas: Facility fort handling copper-related products, Mineral 

Bulk Terminal and Fluid Terminal   

Mineral Bulk Terminal 

Á Total area: 6 ha  

Á It will handle  1.8 million tons at the first year 

and 4.8 during the fifth 

Á Private investment: 73.8 million USD 

Á Tender invitation:  April, 2012 

Fluid Terminal 

Á Reception, handling and storage terminal 

Á Total area: 6 ha  

Á It will handle 1 million tons per year 

Á Private investment: 32.8 million USD 

Á Tender invitation:  January, 2012 
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 Future Projects 

Topolobampo: Agricultural Bulk Facility and Terminal for copper-related 

products 

Agricultural Bulk 
Copper concentrated 

Agricultural Bulk Facility 

Á Total area: 2.5 ha  

Á Interested company:  Sincui International, 

Canadian  

Á Private investment: 10.2 million USD 

Á Tender invitation:  November, 2011 

Terminal for handling copper-related products 

Á It will have access to the public dock (260 m length) 

Á Total area: 4.4 ha  

Á It will handle 1 million tons per year 

Á Private investment: 10.3 million USD 

Á Tender invitation:  November, 2011 


