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Defining ñTradeò

Â Anything sold outside a local region, state, or New 
England overall ïor to persons who live outside the area 
ïis an ñexportò

Â Anything purchased from outside the region is an 
ñimportò

Â This means touristsô spending potential  competes with 
international cargo movements for the attention and 
investments of public agencies, and

Â Competition for scarce waterfront land is at issue

Â Investments in highways, freight and passenger rail, 
compete for public investment that would increase 
ñexportsô and substitute local production for ñimportsò



Maritime Trade

Â Many studies done for local ports in New 
England ïnone that assess the economic 
importance of maritime trade to the entire 
region

Â Domestic coastwise trade of increasing 
importance, as well as international exports and 
imports

Â Increasing the efficiency (costs) of moving 
exports to market or imports to regional 
producers will increase regional productivity --
more jobs, household income, business sales, 
and taxes to state and municipal governments


